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A Message from Michael Boeder, President, Columbia River Region 
 

     Hopefully everyone enjoyed the Pacific Northwest's beautiful summer this year.   
     Looking towards fall,  the CRR has an eventful upcoming  quarter planned.  For my  
     part I've been thinking about advancements in our field, and that one of the roles of  
     a professional organization is to disseminate information regarding new material:  
     technological advancements, new processing methods, new directions in data   
 delivery and management, all of which are topics relevant to the Annual Technical Exchange. 
 
The annual CRR ASPRS Technical Exchange is approaching at the end of October (please see the 
announcement in this Newsletter).  This event provides a critical opportunity for exchanging information 
within the CRR and interacting with our colleagues in the spatial sciences from Washington State.  It can 
be a true discussion - a forum to present difficulties and debate solutions; a place to present new 
approaches to data or analyses; and an opportunity to unveil creative methods.  This event highlights 
sharp new thinking that opens new avenues in our field.  Advancements in computational power, data 
storage and management; client demands, timelines and analytic needs are all driving factors for 
innovation, efficiency, and new approaches.  I'm hopeful with this edition of the Tech Exchange we will 
see new development in data products, new efforts to co-mingle remote sensing data formats, new data 
delivery and interaction methods, and examples of the potential for cloud processing.  Some examples 
come to mind: 
 

 On July 10th this year, the NGS switched the published horizontal reference frames and geoid 
model for coordinate information from NAD83(CORS96)/ITRF2000; Geoid03 to NAD83(2011)/
IGS08; Geoid 2012.  This shift has implications for anybody conducting research-grade or survey-
grade time-series analysis with legacy data prior to this date.  I would gladly sit through a 
discussion of how industry members have addressed this topic. 

 
 How are people in our field taking advantage of new modes of data representation?  How do we 

interact with our data, and what opportunities do we provide clients and data users for data 
interaction?  With datasets that are often definitively spatial in nature, how can we take advantage 
of film and animation in order to connect a client in a fundamentally different way to their areas of 
interest? 

 
 How are we using the Cloud to perform analyses?  Recently I attended an informal presentation 

on the identification and tracking of whale sharks.  The life cycle of this species is largely unknown, 
primarily owing to their remarkable migratory behavior.  Individuals can be uniquely identified using 
the spatial orientation of spots on their bodies.  Whaleshark.org is a project that uses public photo 
submissions, coordinated from around the world.  Spatial data analysis software originally 
designed to map the orientation of celestial bodies is used to model and then identify individual 
sharks.  Computational power is provided through voluntary cloud processing.   

(Continued on Page 2) 
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 The end product is a collaborative assessment of population health and migratory patterns 
(www.whaleshark.org).  While certainly a departure from most of our daily tasks, the spatial 
component and creative processing and coordination approach was thrilling to my sensibility.   This 
effort strikes me as fundamentally innovative.  

 
Innovation happens at all scales.  The Tech Exchange is one opportunity to present and debate 
innovative ideas and approaches.  As a Society attempting to keep pace with a rapidly evolving field, we 
should embrace these opportunities. 

 
A message from Chris Aldridge, Director, Columbia River Region  

 

     Timing is everything.  The timing of our national and regional events this year have  
     worked out in such a way that the period from July through September was pretty  
     quiet.  There were no major gatherings or significant geospatial events to report on. 
 
     The Society was represented at the International Society for Photogrammetry and  
     Remote Sensing Congress, held in Australia this year.  Mike Renslow attended in official 
capacity for both ASPRS and ISPRS and was kind enough to provide a summary that can be found 
elsewhere in this newsletter.    
 
Another event, which also happens to concern Mike, is the recent publication of the long awaited Manual 
of Airborne Topographic LiDAR.  I received my copy of the book last week and have only just begun to 
dissect it.  Mike is the editor of the manual, and I know the level of effort that was involved in compiling, 
editing, arranging, re-editing, and eventually finishing this first of its kind work.  I would like to personally 
thank Mike for the time and  effort that he spent to make sure that this important manual has made it to 
print. 
 
The divisions have continued to work through the summer as well.  The LiDAR division continues to work 
on best practices for collecting and processing LiDAR, LAS 1.4, and mobile mapping calibration.  PAD is 
working on updating the ASPRS accuracy standards for large scale mapping, GISD is working on Datum 
Guidelines and PPD has moved the Commercial Products procurement guide through public review.  For 
more information on the divisions pending activity go to http://www.asprs.org/Division-General/Division-
Activity-Summary.html .   
 
Headquarters has been focused on the fall specialty conference, to be held October 29- November 1, 
2012 in Tampa, Florida.  The society cycles through three different topics for the specialty conferences, 
the Pecora Satellite conference, a GIS based conference, and the DTM conference, the topic of this 
year’s meeting which is co-hosted with MAPPS.  This year’s program will also include a special showcase 
on Unmanned Aerial Vehicles as well as sessions on cloud computing.  I will be able to report on that 
event in the next newsletter.   
 

http://www.asprs.org/Division-General/Division-Activity-Summary.html
http://www.asprs.org/Division-General/Division-Activity-Summary.html
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A Message from Craig Ducey, Vice President, Columbia River Region 

 

   In mid-September, I attended the ForestSAT 2012 conference at Oregon State 

   University. The conference was well-attended by remote sensing professionals 

   from over 30 countries. Major themes included a range of remote sensing topics 

   such as characterizing forest ecosystems over time using the Landsat image 

archive, evaluating the effects of fire and other disturbances, climate change, advanced techniques for 

processing remotely sensed data, and forest management applications. Keynote speakers addressed 

carbon modeling to inform the United Nations REDD program, how remote sensing has advanced 

forestry in the Pacific Northwest, and the use of large-footprint lidar for assessing forest ecosystem 

dynamics and estimating biomass. The  

conference provided an opportunity to hear how  

remote sensing continues to play a central role  

in global forest research, as well as gain a better  

appreciation for the diversity of forest  

ecosystems throughout the world.      

 

Following the conference, Weyerhaeuser,  

Bureau of Land Management, Seattle Biometrics  

and Analysis, and WSI led approximately 25  

individuals on a tour through the Panther Creek  

lidar research site located in the Coast Range  

near Carlton, OR. A succession of airborne lidar  

and imagery acquisitions over the past five years,   Mischa Hey from WSI presents during the lunch break at Panther  Crk 

combined with a ground sampling program, are providing researchers a unique data catalog to explore 

new possibilities for applying remote sensing technologies to address important natural resource 

questions. Tour participants were shown field plots and corresponding lidar samples representing a 

variety of forest conditions. For many, this was their first experience visiting a forested landscape in 

Western Oregon and learning about the history of forestry within the region.  

 

On October 26th, the Columbia River and Puget Sound Regions are hosting the 16th Annual ASPRS 

Technical Exchange at the Vancouver Water Resources Education Center. We encourage anyone 

interested in presenting or hearing about current remote sensing projects and activities occurring 

throughout the Pacific Northwest to attend. After the technical exchange, David Evans & Associates is 

generously hosting an after-social at their nearby marine services facility where they’ll exhibit various 

bathymetric remote sensing equipment. Contact myself or Dave Brown, vice-president of the Puget 

Sound Region, for more information and a link to the registration form. 
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Student Chapter Liaison Committee Update.  Daniel Craver, Chair 
 

   This fall newsletter submission comes in the mist of defining our student chapters 
   for the 2012-2013 academic year.  I’m happy to learn Adriana Martinez is   
   returning as president of the University of Oregon chapter, and Alexa Todd has  
   succeeded from webmaster to preside over the chapter at Portland State   
   University.  Oregon State University holds their student officer elections in the 
fall—I look forward to meeting and working with them.  Last year I spoke with students and advisors at 
Oregon Institute of Technology and Portland Community College about ASPRS and benefits of forming 
a new chapter—I look forward to collaborating with them again as well. 

Each year, student chapters are required to submit a budget proposal, accompanied by a previous 
year’s expense report, by October 31.  The Student Chapter Liaison Committee will review and make a 
decision on each proposal by November 7, and for those approved, checks will be sent no later than 
November 15. 
 
At the October 5 Executive Committee meeting we voted to fund each student chapter a maximum of 
$1000 this year, an amount we have been proud to award the last few years to our three chapters.  We 
have seen this money well spent and managed by student officers for a myriad of professional 
development activities including hosting colloquia, travel to meetings and conferences, and small 
student led research awards.  I expect to have the privilege of reviewing quality proposals, and award 
full amounts to our student chapters again this year—stay tuned for the winter newsletter to find out. 

Also at the October 5 meeting, I brought forth a policy addendum regarding a limit on annual student 
chapter awards that was voted in favor of.  The new text can be found in the Policy and Procedure 
Manual for the Columbia River Region of the ASPRS Section I.3.ii (page 13), under November 8 - 
Budget Approval: 
 

“Annual awards are intended to be spent in the academic year they are awarded.  Carry-over 
amounts in excess of 50% the previous year’s maximum award will be deducted from the current 
year’s disbursement.” 
 

The intent is to allow chapters flexibility to retain a prudent reserve from year to year, but limit carry-over 
amounts thus encouraging expense of ASPRS awards in the year they are made.  This year the 
following example would apply:  University X ended last year with $700 in their account.  Deducting a 
prudent reserve of $500, they are $200 over last year’s maximum award.  With approval of their 
proposal, we would then give them $800 to bring the starting balance up to $1000 + $500(reserve) or 
$1500.00. 

Finally, by the time you read this, students will have already (I hope) mailed their applications for an 
ASPRS Scholarship (due on October 17 http://www.asprs.org/ASPRS-Awards-and-Scholarships.html), 
and registered for and prepared their presentations for the annual CRR Technical Exchange in 
Vancouver, WA on October 26. 

http://www.asprs.org/ASPRS-Awards-and-Scholarships.html
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he XXII Congress of the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 
 

Melbourne, Australia  (Mike Renslow, ISPRS Council 2008-2012) 
 
The 2012 ISPRS Congress was held in Melbourne, Australia from August 25th to September 1st with 
nearly 2,000 registered attendees. All of the technical sessions, exhibits, and Four General Assemblies 
were held in the newly opened Melbourne Convention Center located in the Inner Harbor area. The 
attendees came from 74 countries. 
 
During the seven days, 1,030 oral presentations were presented along with 11 Plenary Sessions, 30 
invited papers, and 95 Short/Interactive Digital Posters. The program was managed by Mark Shortis, 
Technical Program Chair, the Council, Technical Commission Presidents, and Working Group Chairs. 
The Congress Director, Cliff Olgeby, with the local organizing committee, spent four years organizing 
the Congress. The introduction of a “Congress App” for smart phones, tablets, laptops, and kiosks 
through the convention center enhanced the participants’ meeting experience. 
 
Delegates from 38 Ordinary Member countries met in four General Assemblies to address society 
policies and procedures and elect the Council for the 2012-1016 term. Dr. Marguerite Madden, 
University of Georgia, was elected to Council as the Second Vice-President, and Dr. Charles Toth, The 
Ohio State University, was elected as Technical Commission President for Commission I (Image Data 
Acquisition - Sensors and Platforms). 
 
The Melbourne Congress ended with a Gala Dinner held at the Flemington Racecourse. Several 
prestigious awards were made during the Congress. The Brock Gold Medal Award (sponsored by 
ASPRS) was awarded to Franz Leberl. 
 
In 2016, the XXIII Congress will be held in the historic city of Prague in the Czeck Republic. 
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Airborne Topographic Lidar Manual 

Editor Michael Renslow 

Published by ASPRS 

Stock # 4587 

528 pp.   Hardcover. 2012 ISBN# 1-57504-097-5 

 

Most geospatial practitioners agree that lidar (light detection and ranging) is the most significant 
mapping technology to emerge in the last several years. At first, processing lidar data to map the bare 
earth appeared to be the prime use of this technology, but having millions or billions of natively 3D, 
georeferenced points has fundamentally changed the perception of the service providers and the user 
community. Professionals in forestry, civil engineering, geology, geography, wetlands analysis, natural 
disaster response, flood plain mapping, and urban planning have embraced lidar as their data source of 
choice.   

The ASPRS Airborne Topographic Lidar Manual coves all the relevant topics relating to the science 
behind lidar systems, mission planning, data collection and management, quality control/quality 
assurance, and product development. Selected topics are discussed in-depth for the Global Navigation 
Satellite System, Full Waveform Lidar, Digital Terrain Modeling using GIS, Rotary-Wing and Fixed-Wing 
Installations, Calibration, Flood Prone Area Mapping, Hydro-enforcement, Building Feature Extraction, 
Transportation Engineering, Natural Hazards Mapping, and Airport Surveying.  

Lidar experts from industry and academia have contributed to ten chapters and four appendices that 
serve as a reference book to document how this technology developed, and introduce new sensors and 
applications. There is emphasis on “best practices” and real-world solutions for the lidar data and 
product users. Also, since quality control and quality assurance are so critical to a successful data 
collection, processing, and validation, the reader will find several subchapters to support QA/QC 
throughout the Manual.  

New lidar technologies are presented for 3D Flash Lidar and Geiger-mode lidar. The performance of 
these systems is explained in detail with examples of applications and processing lidar data in real-time 
for on-site decision making. 

 The contributing authors are leading experts who are sharing the results of many years of work 
pioneering lidar technology and taking it to the forefront of geospatial data and analysis. Their 
experiences and solutions will be of great benefit to professionals, researchers, technologists, and 
students. 
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ASPRS Columbia River & Puget Sound Regions 
16th Annual Technical Exchange 

 

The technical exchange is an informal opportunity for people interested in Photogrammetry, Remote 
Sensing, and GIS to learn more about how these fields are being applied in resource management, 
government, academia, and business within our region. This day-long event is a great opportunity to 
hear local practitioners and students present a 20 minute talk on one of their current or recent projects, 
as well as make new contacts or refresh old ones. 
 

Date: 26 October 2012 
 

Time: 9:00am to 3:00pm (Set-up time available for presenters: 8:00am to 9:00am)  
 

Location: Vancouver Water Resources Education Center, 4600 SE Columbia Way, Vancouver, 
Washington 98661, 360-696-8478 

 
Parking: Ample free parking is available on site 

 

Registration/Abstract Deadline: 19 October 2012 

 

** Fill out and submit the registration form here. 
 

** Contact Craig Ducey or  Dave Brown for credit card payments. 
 

Anyone interested in attending or wishing to share information about their work is welcome. No 
commercial presentations or endorsements are allowed. 
 

We particularly want to encourage non-members to come find out more about ASPRS. As an 
encouragement, the registration fee will be waived for student attendees who wish to join ASPRS on the 
day of the exchange. 
 
Immediately following the Technical exchange, please join us for an informal social gathering at the 
headquarters of David Evans and Associates Marine Services, down the street at 2801 SW Columbia 
Way, Suite 130, Vancouver, WA 98661.  ASPRS will provide light refreshments (including beer) to share 
while we talk shop surrounded by the latest technology in submarine remote sensing. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Craig Ducey | Columbia River Region | crr.asprs@gmail.com 
 
Dave Brown | Puget Sound Region | Dave.Brown@terraremote.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:360-696-8478
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?fromEmail=true&formkey=dEhsOG9xM1FrOW1OZlAtSlc1UTM5dGc6MQ
mailto:crr.asprs@gmail.com
mailto:Dave.Brown@terraremote.com
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Thanks to Our Sponsors  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

MAPPS/ASPRS 2012 Specialty Conference 
www.asprs.org/conferences/tampa-2012 
October 20—November 1, 2012 
Tampa, Florida 
 
ASPRS 2013 Annual Conference 
www.asprs.org/conferences/Baltimore-2013 
March 24-28, 2013 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
ASPRS/CaGIS 2013 Fall Conference 
October 29—31, 2013 
San Antonio, Texas 
 
ASPRS 2014 Annual Conference 
March 23-28, 2014 
Louisville, Kentucky 
 
2014 Pecora Conference 
November 17-20, 2014 
Denver, Colorado 
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Tel: (503) 310-1644 
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SECRETARY-TREASURER  
Steven Lennartz 
Sanborn 
610 SW Broadway, Suite 310 
Portland, OR 97205 
Tel: 503-228-8708 ext. 305 
Fax: 503-228-8751  
slennartz@sanborn.com 
 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Jacob Macdonald  
USACE Portland District 
333 SW 1st Ave. 
Portland, OR 97204 
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Jacob.macdonald@usace.army.mil 
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Columbia River Region ASPRS Board Officers 
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STUDENT CHAPTER LIAISON  
COMMITTEE CHAIR    
Dan Craver               
Geographer,  
Refuge Information Branch 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Pacific Region 
Portland, OR 

503.231.2055 

Dan_craver@fws.gov 

 
OSU STUDENT CHAPTER ADVISOR 
Dr. Michael Wing 
Oregon State University 
Forest Engineering Department 
204 Peavy Hall 
Corvallis, OR 97331-5710 
(541) 737-4009 
Michael.wing@oregonstate.edu 

  
 
 PSU STUDENT CHAPTER ADVISOR  

David Banis 
Portland State University 
Department of Geography 
P.O. Box 751 
Portland, OR 97207-0751 
503-725-3158 
dbanis@pdx.edu 
 
U of O STUDENT CHAPTER ADVISOR 
Jim Meacham 
University of Oregon 
Department of Geography 
1251 University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR  97403-1251 
541-346-5788 
jmeacham@uoregon.edu  
 
WEBMASTER 
Jamie Ludwig 
Watershed Sciences, Inc. 
529 SW 3rd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97204 
503-505-5115 
jamieludwig@hotmail.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Roger Crystal 

(503) 703-8794 
rogercrystal@frontier.com 

Columbia River Region ASPRS Committees 

callto:+1503.231.2055

